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Homosexuality - Biblical references to this and other sexual immorality 

  

All references are from the New International Version (NIV). Additional verses have been included in order 

to show the context of the portions highlighted in green font. 

  

Genesis 19: 1-11  

The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city. When he 

saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 
2 

“My lords,” he said, 

“please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your 

way early in the morning.”  

“No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.” 

3 
But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, 

baking bread without yeast, and they ate. 
4 

Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the 

city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house. 
5 

They called to Lot, “Where are the men who 

came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.” 

6 
Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him 

7 
and said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this 

wicked thing. 
8 

Look, I have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, 

and you can do what you like with them. But don’t do anything to these men, for they have come under the 

protection of my roof.” 

9 
“Get out of our way,” they replied. “This fellow came here as a foreigner, and now he wants to play the 

judge! We’ll treat you worse than them.” They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved forward to break 

down the door. 

10 
But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door. 

11 
Then they struck 

the men who were at the door of the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not find the 

door.  

  

Unlawful Sexual Relations  

Leviticus Chapter 18 

18 The Lord said to Moses, 
2 

“Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the Lord your God. 
3 

You must 

not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, 

where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 
4 

You must obey my laws and be careful to follow 

my decrees. I am the Lord your God. 
5 

Keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them will live 

by them. I am the Lord.  

6 
“‘No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. I am the Lord. 

7 
“‘Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your mother. She is your mother; do not 
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have relations with her. 

8 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s wife; that would dishonor your father. 

9 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father’s daughter or your mother’s daughter, 

whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere. 

10 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter; that would dishonor 

you. 

11 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with the daughter of your father’s wife, born to your father; she is your 

sister. 

12 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister; she is your father’s close relative.  

13 
“‘Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife is 

living. 

14 
“‘Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to have sexual relations; she is your aunt.  

15 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your son’s wife; do not have relations 

with her.  

16 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife; that would dishonor your brother. 

17 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter. Do not have sexual relations with 

either her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter; they are her close relatives. That is wickedness. 

18 
“‘Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with her while your wife is 

living. 

19 
“‘Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the uncleanness of her monthly period. 

20 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her. 

21 
“‘Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molek, for you must not profane the name of your 

God. I am the Lord. 

22 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable. 

23 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present 

herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion. 

24 
“‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that I am going to drive 

out before you became defiled. 
25 

Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land 

vomited out its inhabitants. 
26 

But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and the 
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foreigners residing among you must not do any of these detestable things,
27 

for all these things were done 

by the people who lived in the land before you, and the land became defiled.
28 

And if you defile the land, it 

will vomit you out as it vomited out the nations that were before you. 

29 
“‘Everyone who does any of these detestable things—such persons must be cut off from their 

people.
30 

Keep my requirements and do not follow any of the detestable customs that were practiced before 

you came and do not defile yourselves with them. I am the Lord your God. 

  

Punishments for Sin 

Leviticus 20: 1-22 

The Lord said to Moses, 
2 

“Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing in Israel who 

sacrifices any of his children to Molek is to be put to death. The members of the community are to stone 

him.
 3 

I myself will set my face against him and will cut him off from his people; for by sacrificing his 

children to Molek, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. 
4 

If the members of the 

community close their eyes when that man sacrifices one of his children to Molek and if they fail to put him 

to death, 
5 

I myself will set my face against him and his family and will cut them off from their people 

together with all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molek. 

6 
“‘I will set my face against anyone who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute themselves by 

following them, and I will cut them off from their people. 

7 
“‘Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God. 

8 
Keep my decrees and follow 

them. I am the Lord, who makes you holy. 

9 
“‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death. Because they have cursed their father or 

mother, their blood will be on their own head. 

10 
“‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife— with the wife of his neighbor—both the adulterer 

and the adulteress are to be put to death. 

11 
“‘If a man has sexual relations with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father. Both the man and the 

woman are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 

12 
“‘If a man has sexual relations with his daughter-in-law, both of them are to be put to death. What they 

have done is a perversion; their blood will be on their own heads. 

13 
“‘If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is 

detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.  

14 
“‘If a man marries both a woman and her mother, it is wicked. Both he and they must be burned in the 

fire, so that no wickedness will be among you.  
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15 
“‘If a man has sexual relations with an animal, he is to be put to death, and you must kill the animal. 

16 
“‘If a woman approaches an animal to have sexual relations with it, kill both the woman and the animal. 

They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 

17 
“‘If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either his father or his mother, and they have sexual 

relations, it is a disgrace. They are to be publicly removed their people. He has dishonored his sister and 

will be held responsible. 

18 
“‘If a man has sexual relations with a woman during her monthly period, he has exposed the source of her 

flow, and she has also uncovered it. Both of them are to be cut off from their people.NIV-3338"> 
19 

“‘Do 

not have sexual relations with the sister of either your mother or your father, for that would dishonor a close 

relative; both of you would be held responsible. 

19 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with the sister of either your mother or your father, for that would dishonor 

a close relative; both of you would be held responsible. 

20 
“‘If a man has sexual relations with his aunt, he has dishonored his uncle. They will be held responsible; 

they will die childless. 

21 
“‘If a man marries his brother’s wife, it is an act of impurity; he has dishonored his brother. They will be 

childless. 

22 
“‘Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land; where I am bringing you to live may 

not vomit you out. 
23 

You must not live according to the customs of the nations I am going to drive out 

before you. Because they did all these things, I abhorred them. 
24 

But I said to you, “You will possess their 

land; I will give it to you as an inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the Lord your God, 

who has set you apart from the nations.  

  

Ezekiel 16: 49-50  

49 
“‘Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and 

unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy.
50 

They were haughty and did detestable things before 

me. Therefore I did away with them as you have seen. 

  

God’s Wrath Against Sinful Humanity  

Romans 1: 18-32 

18 
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, 

who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
19 

since what may be known about God is plain to them, 

because God has made it plain to them. 
20 

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 

eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 

that people are without excuse. 
21 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 

thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 

Although they 
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claimed to be wise, they became fools 
23 

and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to 

look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.  

24 
Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of 

their bodies with one another. 
25 

They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served 

created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

26 
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual 

relations for unnatural ones. 
27 

In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and 

were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in 

themselves the due penalty for their error. 

28 
Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them 

over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.
 29 

They have become filled with every 

kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They 

are gossips,
 30 

slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they 

disobey their parents;
 31 

they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 
32 

Although they know 

God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very 

things but also approve of those who practice them. 

  

1 Corinthians 6: 9-11  

9 
Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the 

sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 
10 

nor thieves nor the greedy 

nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 

And that is what some of you 

were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and by the Spirit of our God. 

  

Galatians 5: 19-21  

19 
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;

 20 
idolatry and witchcraft; 

hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions
 21 

and envy; drunkenness, 

orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of 

God. 

  

Ephesians 5: 5-6  

5 
For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any 

inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
 6 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 

such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient.
 7 

Therefore do not be partners with them. 

  

Jude : 7  

5 
Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord at one time delivered his people out 
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of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. 
6 

And the angels who did not keep their positions of 

authority but abandoned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting 

chains for judgment on the great Day.
 7 

In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns 

gave themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the 

punishment of eternal fire. 

  

The New Jerusalem  

Revelation 21: 24-27 

24 
The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 

25 
On no day 

will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 
26 

The glory and honor of the nations will be 

brought into it. 
27 

Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, 

but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 


